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Community Advisory Committee for Special Education

Report to the Board of Education

December 8, 2009

CAC Members

Robin Hansen-Leon, Chair

Katy Franklin, 1st Vice-Chair

Patty Mann, 2nd Vice-Chair

Janet Christensen, Secretary (new member, returning)

Shelley Forrest, Parliamentarian

Carol Kocivar (SFUSD Ombudsperson)

Wanyee Francis-Babitsky (past chair)

Christina Gon   

Claudia Esteva 

Chin Hong Lou  

Amy Ottinger

Joan Selby   

Linda Tung

Lai Yee Wong  

Yun Kwong Wong

Mee Kit Yip-Li  

Maya Cook (new member)

Annie Fong (new member)

Yuk Ling Kau (new member)

Lillyth Keogh (new member)

Stelly Kuo (new member)

Jeanne Villafuerte (new member)

CAC Accomplishments February 2008 - November 2009

Community Outreach:

· Held Monthly CAC meetings attended by as many as 60 people, and distributed the meetings’ minutes throughout SFUSD and the community;

· Presented 2 Parent/Professional Advocacy Workshops hosted by Support for Families of Children with Disabilities (SFCD) at John O’Connell High School;

·  Moderated a Workshop on The ABC’s of a Transition IEP, with representatives from The Department of Rehabilitation (DOR), Golden Gate Regional Center (GGRC),  Jewish Vocational Services (JVS), and The ARC at the Annual Information and Resource Conference hosted by Support for Families of Children with Disabilities (SFCD)

·  Presented an Advocacy Workshop at the Annual Information and Resource Conference hosted by Support for Families of Children with Disabilities (SFCD),  

· Presented “Peer Play: Preparation for Successful Inclusion?” Workshop with Professor Adriana Schuler at the CAL-TASH conference in San Francisco;

· Regularly attended Parent Involvement Coalition monthly meetings to collaborate with other parent groups operating within SFUSD;

· Presented a presentation on inclusion from the parent perspective to Ann Halvorsen's Education Specialist: Moderate/Severe Disabilities credential program class at California State University, East Bay (CSUEB), Department of Educational Psychology;

· Observed legal training workshop for SFUSD school psychologists, Speech-Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, and Physical Therapists;

· Presented about the CAC SpEd to students in Pam Hunt’s Moderate-Severe Disabilities Credential Program class at San Francisco State;  

· Attended UESF rallies in support of teachers and Rainy Day Funds and Proposition A;

· Attended ARC-SF symposium for family members of children with autism;

· Attended Kaiser Autism Evaluation Clinic opening;  

· Presented about inclusion from the parent’s perspective at Dr. Eliot’s class at the USF School of Education;

· Wrote over 60 columns for Examiner.com as a National Special Education Examiner;

· Participated in Stan Goldberg’s Podcast’s on various disability and special education subjects for srdad.com;

· Wrote regular columns for the Support for Families newsletter and School Beat columns for beyondchron.org on various topics.

· Spoke about working with the SELPA at the Statewide SELPA Directors Meeting.

Education and Building Capacity

· Regularly attend seminars and workshops on disability-related topics, and disseminated the information to other parents:

· Parent Education Network Fair;

· CAL-TASH conference;

· State of the City's Children Summit;

· SFCD Parent-Professional Workshops;

· Nathan Ory, M.A. seminar on Working with People with Challenging Behavior;

· Michelle Garcia-Winner Workshop.

Advocacy

· CAC SpEd member Rachel Norton was elected to the Board of Education;

· Accompanied the SELPA Director and the SFUSD Special Education Ombudsperson to Sacramento for SELPA Legislative Information Day in May 2009,  attended briefings on special education funding and related legislative issues, met with State Legislators or their aides to advocate for better special education programs and funding;

· Provided input to California Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism;

· Assisted limited English-speaking parents at their children’s IEP meetings and helped those families access resources;

· Attended Parent Mentor workshop presented by the Office of Civil Rights;

· Mentored numerous parents of special education children informally;

· Attended Golden Gate Regional Center hearing about possible changes to their service delivery system;

· Provided support and conducted outreach to members of Chinese-language parent support group and SFCD autism support group;

· Attended specialized enrollment workshops for parents of children eligible for special education at the SFUSD Enrollment Fair;

Collaboration with SFUSD

· Participated in Focus Groups on Special Education and Special Education Parent Meeting on Autism, hosted by Asst. Superintendent Karling Aguilera-Fort;

· Participated in various SFUSD committees such as the Inclusion Task Force and the Parent Involvement Coalition;

· Participated in monthly meetings with the SELPA Director;

· Shared our ideas and concerns with SFUSD’s Special Education Ombudsperson on an ongoing basis;

· Participated in the interagency Improving Transition Outcomes Project (ITOP) assisting youth with disabilities in building self-advocacy skills and succeeding after high school;

· Participated on the ITOP Dream Team’s Adopt-A-School Program in collaboration with City College and other agencies; 

· Hosted two presentations at the San Francisco Public Library of Rick Lavoie’s educational videos on helping children with learning disabilities succeed;

· Initiated robo calls to all parents and caregivers of students with IEPs regarding upcoming CAC meetings and CAC-sponsored workshops through Support for Families.

CAC Goals for 2009-2010

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation  

· Work with the new Special Education Executive Director and SELPA Director, Special Education Department, and the Board of Education to monitor, evaluate and offer input into SFUSD’s special education programs;

· Update the CAC Handbook to incorporate I.D.E.A. 2004 regulations and include information about transition and a transition-planning guide;

· Produce a brochure about safety procedures for evacuation of children with disabilities for school sites.
Training and Education  

· Work with UESF and SFUSD staff to identify ongoing problems with Goalview IEP software implementation, and advocate for ongoing training and appropriate equipment--such as scanners, laptops, Internet connections in meeting areas--for teachers and staff;

· Work with UESF and SFUSD staff to identify overcrowding of classes to meet adherence with UESF contract guidelines.

Parent Involvement

· Work with SFUSD to create a brochure that is distributed to parents and guardians at  every IEP meeting alerting them of the CAC’s existence and asking for participation;

· Work to increase distribution of our Special Education Comment Form to provide a means for families to voice their experiences in special education;

· Continue to encourage participation of non-English speaking parents and other parents not yet well represented in the CAC, to reflect the demographics of special education enrollment in SFUSD.  We have a diverse group of community members who regularly attend and participate at our meetings. Attendance is much higher than it has ever been, averaging 35-45 non-members attending per meeting.  We appreciate the fact that our new Executive Director of Special Education has chosen to attend the CAC meetings.   

CAC Recommendations for SFUSD

Items marked with (*) were previously recommended in our Feb. 2008 report, and continue to remain our priorities for improving SFUSD’s special education services.

Communication

· *Hire Special Education Parent Liaisons to specifically focus on SFUSD’s underserved communities to help parents navigate SFUSD’s special education system;

· *Provide parents seeking special education placements for their children the same detailed enrollment information and access to viewing school sites that are made available to parents of children seeking general education placements;

· *Make written offers of placement (program and school site) in IEP meetings;

· *Ensure the CAC, special and general education teachers have the opportunity to provide input into the Local Plan for Special Education, as stipulated in the Education Code. (30 EC 56205; 30 EC 56195.9);

· *Have all special education “policies” and “procedures” in written form, available at every school site or downloadable from the SFUSD web site; 

· Conduct ability awareness training for principals and site administrators;

· Continue to send out robo-calls announcing CAC meetings and CAC workshops to all households with children with IEPS and 504 plans in SFUSD schools, Charter Schools and Non-Public Schools.

Goalview and IEP Procedures

· *Supply teachers with the Internet access, computers, scanners, and training they need in order to use the Goalview system effectively;

· *Supply qualified interpreters trained in appropriate special education terminology and familiar with special education procedures for parents at IEP meetings;

· *Routinely remind parents that they are under no obligation to sign an IEP on the same day as the meeting; 

· *Obtain informed consent from parents of students with disabilities who are 18 years of age or older before asking those students to sign IEPs on their own behalf.

Curriculum

· *Bring innovative and effective teaching curricula into the schools and  provide continued support to teachers to ensure implementation of the approaches in the classrooms.

· Establish an instructional curriculum for the Community Access Transition (CAT) classes for 18-22 year olds in SFUSD, which includes both academic and life-skills instruction.

· *Increase the length of the school day for preschoolers in special education from 4 hours to 5 hours. The National Research Council states that a minimum school program for preschool children with autism should be 25 hours a week.

· *IDEA 2004 stresses the importance of self-sufficiency, but currently our transition programs lack oversight from a credentialed teacher and a district-wide curriculum and standards. SFUSD should establish materials and programs for teachers, parents and special education students who are at age 14 and above to help prepare them to enter the adult world.

· Promote ability awareness curriculum for classrooms.

Staffing

· *Ensure that all Special Education Classes and Programs do not exceed their

student capacity or staffing allocation ratios as outlined in the current UESF

       contract.  

· *Ensure that teachers hold the appropriate credential for the students being taught in their classrooms.

· *Have a core group of substitutes to cover absent special education teachers and special education paraprofessionals.  

· Increase professional development for teachers and paraprofessionals in research-based interventions. 

· Include students in special education in the Board of Education’s priorities for changing the assignment system; students in special education are always an afterthought. 
Program Availability and Placement

*Create additional full inclusion opportunities for all students in accordance with Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) requirements; there is only one full inclusion program for PreK students and its capacity is limited to 12 students.

· Update the Board of Education 1979 policy regarding Special Education and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE).

· Provide parents information about what Transition programs might be appropriate for their child, including which programs provide instruction in reading and math for independent living skills.
·  *Track students transitioning from elementary to middle school or middle school to high school to ensure that there is program availability at the next school level for children who will be moving up. Assist families with planning for these transitions.

· *Create Special Day classrooms that provide the coursework for admission to the University of California system for those students capable of grade-level work.
· *Create small class size options for special education students who are capable of grade-level or higher work but whose disabilities require small class sizes.

· *Create pupil service for suspended special education students.

· *Create an oversight committee to monitor evaluations and assessments, ensuring that assessments cover every area of suspected disability, and that children are correctly identified.

· Create afterschool care solutions for students with disabilities.     

· Ensure students in special education programs are included in SFUSD’s strategic Plan. 

· Implement RTI (Response To Intervention) in a stronger way in SFUSD; Starting RTI earlier, in Kindergarten. Use the DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) test to catch learning disabilities earlier.

· Create a policy about suspending students with IEPs; we recommend that after three suspensions students should automatically get a Functional Behavioral Assessment and a Behavioral Intervention Plan in their IEPs. 

· Remove special education students from the stringent truancy procedures now enforced by SFUSD.  This policy is being used to make parents accept placements they do not want for their children.
Attachments: 

Recommendations for Improving the Delivery of Special Education Services within SFUSD; a compilation of notes by Assistant Superintendent Karling Aguilera-Forte;

AUTISM PROGRAM/SERVICES PARENT MEETING 12-16-08 a compilation of notes from the meeting by Assistant Superintendent Karling Aguilera-Forte;

Special Education Capacity/Enrollment as of 10-10-2009

Support For Families of Children With Disabilities Newsletters:

http://www.supportforfamilies.org/newsletter.html
- Join the Community Advisory Committee for Special Education (CACSPED) by Katy Franklin; 

- San Francisco Unified School District’s New Strategic Plan by Katy Franklin;

- SFUSD’s Special Education Assignment Process Needs Rethinking by Katy Franklin;  

· Reading, Reading Comprehension, Writing, Math, and Brain Executive Functioning by Wanyee Francis-Babitsky;

Examiner.com articles by Robin Hansen-Leon: 

http://www.examiner.com/x-4959-SF-Special-Education-Examiner
-Throw away kids-dyslexic and discarded, parts 1 & 2  

-The best kept secret in special education  

-Dyslexia or dysteachea?

-The myth of developmental lag in Reading

-Reading Recovery, not for the dyslexic or anyone else!
CAC SPED Membership List

Stan Goldberg’s Podcasts can be found at http://www.srdad.com
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