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FAQ RE. COBB ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

What is happening at Cobb Elementary School?  

There are two program offerings at Cobb Elementary School – a K-5 general education program and a Montessori pre-K through 2 program.  The general education K-5 program has approximately 150 students enrolled.  The Montessori K-2 has approximately 81 students enrolled. 

Last year, the District agreed that it would support expanding the Montessori program pre-K through 5 over the next several years. Due to space limitations at the current site, in order to expand the program, the school would either have to transition to 100% Montessori or one of the two programs, the Cobb general education program or Cobb Montessori program, would have to move.   

Discussions have been taking place between school site leaders, parents and faculty over the past year.  No final decision has been made.  The Board of Education will ultimately make the decision regarding how to proceed.  This topic is not on the agenda for November 10, 2009.  

Why is the district expanding the Montessori program? 

While Cobb is the only public Montessori program in San Francisco, other districts have invested in public Montessori offerings and shown great success with supporting traditionally underserved students.  For example, Milwaukee has a 90% high school graduation rate for African American children who have attended their pre-k through 8 Montessori program.  There are 3,000 children enrolled in Montessori public school programs in Milwaukee. Hartford, Denver and Kansas City have also demonstrated significant gains for African American students who participated in their Montessori programs. 


How long has Cobb had a Montessori program? 

Cobb is the only public Montessori program in San Francisco.  The pre-K program began in January, 2005. In fall 2008 it expanded to kindergarten.
What is Montessori? 

Montessori education was founded in 1907 by Dr. Maria Montessori, the first woman in Italy to become a physician. She based her educational methods on scientific observation of children's learning processes. Guided by her discovery that children teach themselves, Dr. Montessori designed a "prepared environment" in which children could freely choose from a number of developmentally appropriate activities. Now, a century after Maria Montessori's first school in Rome, Montessori education is found all over the world, spanning ages from birth to adolescence. The Montessori method is designed for multi-age groupings for the diversity, flexibility, and reduced competition provided.

How does a student enroll in the Montessori Pre-K program? 

60% of the seats are held for families who are low income, looking for a job and or unable to afford preschool.  40% of the seats are first-come, first-served. Last year there were 133 applications for 8 open seats in the pre-K program.  

